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RYan 1-7651 


Kirby and Alma 



t>ood to hear the trip was off to a good start* 

Phoenix sent in $ 52 for our share of double billL 
Tucson sent $ 6j plus a $ 10 pledge, so we evened off. 
Haven't hadword as yet of Las Cruces as-to $$. Glad 
for your record of attendance. Good old Earle Warner 
was most etdihusiastic in his letter of appreciation 
to us. John Salyer brought back books on the bus when 
He came over for an Exec. Comm, meeting. 

John plans to let us have the car if he doesn't get 
a]6 good offer this week or Wes Kgwish doesn't want to 
take it a a figure considerably above $ 2,200. This 
is about what John has been offered thwa far (2250 to 
be exact). I wrote John that me could see 2,200 in the 
offing the next two yearsj possibly 1,700 by Sept. 

Our 500, Arch's 200, your Sept. 500 and AFSC loan of 
500 which John gives and gets back'. We then could repay 
John 500 in 1957 on $ 40/njonth ±ehh payments; our 
$40 payments this year to go to repay AFSC loan. We'll 
see. If this doesn't work out, need to wait until first 
of Sept, for sufficient down payment for 54 oS 55 Chev 
or Ford wagon in the east. He will call Bob Gray in 
Phila. next Monday if we have a deal onl 

FT limes runs out.. Maybe AFSC snoula renew for the 
next year with your being away so much. What do you 
trunk? 


Very miach appreciate the thoughtful Xmas gift of the 
carrying case. Mighty attractive and useful'. 


Trust you had pleasant, and restful visit in Texas. 

Things here seem under control, more or less. Judy 
having it pretty rough in school work - with her habits 
of distraction ._Will^wqjo for ongf> patience 
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January 24, 1956 


Bear Kirby & Alma: 

Had a few little sprinkleB last Friday and then 
some again yesterday, but no rain. Just enough both 
time to dampen the top of the ground. The weather 
man now says we may get some rain by the end of 
the week. 

Had a card from Wolfers on Saturday morning 
saying the books were ready when did we want them 
delivered. They needed a dpys notice for the truck. 

So we sent word back immediately to deliver .them on lElQHtX 
Wednesday, so Perry will be looking for them on that 
day. 

Haven't received a check from Canada for the 
books yet. 

The almond tree (small one) is starting to bloom, 
and I saw two red-wing blackbirds on the way to work 
yesterday morning. So, guesB spring is Just around 
the corner. 

Received your two letters from Mississippi this 
morning, will be interested to hear more about 
Mississippi. Clad to hear that you are going to 
spend more time there next year, something certainly 
needs to be done to help people understand. 

Drive carefully, and we hope you don't hit too 
much bad weather after you leave Florida. 


Much Love 
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2 / 5/56 

Dear Kirby and Alma, 

Bob Gray arrived this morning with the "new car ,! - 
my, it* s quite a dream-boat 1 . Lovely green color 
in very good condition — the wood, portions have 
all been re-done to give it a very new look indeed. 

Inside is hardly worn at all with leather, white 
and green, upholstery. Bob had wonderful performance 
with it thro storm, ice and bad roads. It held the . 
road very well, and got about 19 miles per gal on 
the 1 ong stretches not driving overly fast. 

John kind Marj have been generous in arrangments. 

They are con liiibuting 9 250 outright plus the license 
they had to buy to send ±4 out. We've decided to 
cash in my present life insurance for about 9 200 
as my Dad's funds are not solvent as he^had thought 
they might be. We’ve got a better insurance deal 
anway, we feel which includes with ^>00 as much basic 
life as I had before,.but includes mortgage insurance 
on the house and an excellent disability provision 
for permanent disability from accident or illness 
9100 per month for life a Also, double accident indemnity. 
So, don't feel we have sacrificed anything and the 
9 200 toward the car will mean at present only $ 250 
loan to AFSC to be repaid. If your situation in Sept, 
is not as you hopeit will be ( the % 500 available, I 
mean), we could take on that amount for the next year 
in $25 payments, alright. For, we now only will have 
to pay ® 25 a month for 10 months on a loan to AFSC. 

We will need to put away at least another 9 25 tho 

for car expenses overhead and upkeep what with insurance, 

licences, reparri and ftares, etc. for the Stude, especiall; 


Mighty grateful folk in our household today, too/I bad 
it sometimes takes so much to remind us how fortunate 


w e ar e 







Kirby, your ■ ch'eek to t'TY Timed weir Returned to 
us as the habit of 1^55 carrJlGd/i f 0ver. I 
sent a check to. .taka its place, immediately, 
so delivery would start again. Would you like 
to pplit the cost with AFSC? I would think 
that would be fair and^t a good idea. If so, 
just send half the amount and I'll bill AFSC 
,..or I,.:" other half. I re commend this in my 
official capacityl Ex cathedral 

Plans look exciting for our a o. Calif. Disarm* 
Conference, Have good backing'and support as 
well as participation - soe sample minutes. 

Bet’ you were very pleased to be Invited back 
to Miss, next year.: Good goingi 

1 1 .Yearly Mtg was excellent^' Youngster 

particularly got a lot out of it, and put into 
it some too. For them, important, they had 
"a ball".as well. 

r. . I , - : 

Judy's eyes will pop whan .she sees the car 
tonight. 1 


Celebrating by going out tonight to see "Gkla." 
in LA. oh Todd-a-o:screen.* Should be enjoyable. 

Say, Evelyn Underhill's new pocket book size 
ed.of "Spiritual Life? is beautiful. Just got 
a copy for Orange Grove. ■ ' 5 

Must get at some business, - so best for now. 

Love, 
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Wednesday morning April 4, 1956 


Dear Kirby and Almas 

So glad to hear tha,t you have decided not to take a long trip in 1957. 

I believe that it is much too hard on you both. A month or even two 
months wouldn't be so bad but these four and five months are entirely 
too much for you. 

vr 

Last week I met Marcia Lowell who used to be Marcia Johnson *^35# said she 
was in your class at Northwestern. She was Dean of Residence at Hartford 
Seminary when Elmer Brown, Gladys Gray and Alice Spurier were there. 

Have not ordered the envelopes as Mary hash'1 used up the ones that are 
here yet. But, will order them in plenty of time. 

No Alma I am not having iron shots, have been having ovariam shot's since 
last October or November. Was having them once a week but now only every 
two weeks. This week will have another check to see how things are going. 

Last week I stepped on a nail down by the palm tree so had to have a tetnu9 
shot couldn't get my shoe on and had to wear slippers for about three or 
four days. 

We have been having some lovely weather, but really need some rain. Perry is 
irrigating everything this week. The snapdragons have been beautiful outside 
the big window. The sweetpeas haven't started to bloom much only two or three, 
I finally got the ones tied up by the palm tree and weeded 90 that you could 
see them. No rain during the month of March. 

Haven't heard anything from Kay and Epsie since you left, guess they are 
all right. I can't remember just what day April's birthday is, I think it 
is the 9th, but not sure. Then of course Barbie has one the later part of 
this month. 

Next Monday our Btaff are meeting out at the house for an all day retreat 
which we have every year. XXXX In the past we have met here in Pasadena 
at first Friends Church. I hope this good weather holds so we can meet 
out of doors most of the day. 




Thq boxes of books sent to Toledo * Ohio; because the next 
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Mr. Edward Me G1 ure .Manning, Sr. 

reejuests tke lionor of your presence 
at tke marriage of kis daugkter 

Margaret Delia 


largaret 
to 


Mr. KirLy Sk erwood Tkrockmorton 

Tuesday, tke tk ird o l July 
Nineteen kundred an d Mt y -six 
at seven o clock in tke evening 

First Metkodist Ckurck 
Broadway and Twenty-fourtk Street 
Oakland, California 
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1301 S. Laurel Ave., Whittier, Calif. 

August, 195° 

Dear folks: 

This must "be the thirteenth letter I have written to you friends 
since I mailed one to you long ago. Just to tell you I have not hi¬ 
bernated or been pushed off the pier, and to save you telephone bills 
to find out. 1 hope I ma il this. But it is nice to know you care 
enough to call me long distance. So, go ahead and call. Just last 
week it was, you did call, Hazel, and it was good to hear your voice. 
Then the other day Gloria called-you brought back memories of teaching 
at Stevenson junior high school. You never did take me to Mexico. 


What do you know, 1 am discarding 1954 efforts of literary efful¬ 
gence and starting a new letter masterpiece to you people of kindly 
good will, mixed with considerable affection. I have written many 
letters always from the vantage point of the Very top of the world. _ 
There was that letter about the television picture of 20,000 people in 
the Bowl paying tribute to a risen Christ. There wa3 that letter 
passing the blame for drunk drivers and family misery from alcohol to 
us thoughtless people who by small acts let it be known we condone the 
stuff. There was that time I spoke in glowing terms of the courage 
shown by young peacemakers who thought so much of Christ and his 
teachings they were willing to go to prison for their convictions. Am 
I ever fooled once in awhile. Here is another boy in college taking 
his stand for peace with prison and unpopularity and family opposition 
in the offing. Never thought he’d have the nerve. 

Does one sit on top of the world because he is lifted by beauti¬ 
ful music or he feels he is part of the purposes of God, or maybe be¬ 
cause he is carried Up by friends. Take your choice-1 am right on top 


Last night it was that we went to the Florence church to Glenda s 
wadding. Of all the friends we saw. First, Lee drove in right be¬ 
hind us. So it was easy going from the Olds to the slower method of 
transportation. Then Tony and Dick and Lee exercised some, carrying 
me up thirty-nine steps. Or was it thirty-eight? No sooner was I in 
church ready for the wedding kiss than in came Thelma Miller, and ^ 
Pauline Butcher, then Jack Kauer, and Ruby Moore (KauerJ, and Bill and 
Dorothy Huck, and Gladys Rice. It kept me cnjoyably busy just looking 
at people. When 1 forget folks I remember their smiles. Helen re- 
minded Thelma that she and Wendell stayed all night at our P^ ce J ust 
before they moved to University Church. Must have slept on the floor 
because we owned more floor space than "beds l Go Wendell is officoa y 


in the wedding. ^ 

You should have seen Tony and Dick walk down the as lie together 
with the blow torches to light the candles. 1 told them afterwards 
that I expected them to push the pews back to make the aisle wider. 
Tony says-But did you hoar the floor creak? Don sang some weddmg 
songs and pretty soon the organ goes-ta ta ta ta and it s Glenda nas 
to worry now. It could be Herbert. Did I have to kiss my bride m 
front of all those college girls once upon a time? Can t remember. 
Can't even remember if we got married or not. But the results are 
more and more evident# X still have the same good wife* 

Glenda looked plenty good-but this is way back when. I’ve seen 
these folks since then at Florence home coming. Mabel Myers Hamilton 
took me. Helen was out at RedlandB watching Bill graduate. So many 
of you were at Florence, Bill and Bea and the Newby kids, ana 
Gladys Pinger, Redfox-es, Mrs. Harter, Carl Spring, and the rest of 
the tribe-just dozens of others. • 
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You should know that I haven't forgotten my own family. Kathleen 
and husband Bill are going back to school at Andover-Newton Theolog- 
ical School near Boston, taking all the charm and artistry and intell¬ 
igence and interest in the human race and high ideals as well as mean- 
ness inherited from pirate great grandfathers. I must refuel our new 

Jet ^ta'and Bob - and Jan, Carol, and Lynne have moved to Fresno. 
The town will be changed and soon. Bob has learned all that the li¬ 
brary school in Berkeley can teach him, and a few extra things that 


a 

the Fresno 
Bob works. 


State teacher 
Fresno music 


college 
is on the 


school kids taught. They say that 
really has a beautiful place where 
way since Lo is is there again. 

Bob and Norma - and Jean, Davay and Johnny stop in 
Johnny and Lavsy both boat me at "brains". Coma to and got teat your- 
self / Jean is even better looking than me. You didn t think it was 

possible did you. Talk about Glee Clubs,-- , 

Lee and Barbara, and Jim and David and Br ian. tcught a home in 
Salem, Oregon. Lee must own General Electric because I think he sold 
a light bulb. Specialties are Shakespeare, mumps, golf, rock and 

r011 That^good looking girl that I married in college now has ei-g^ 
women working for her in the cafeteria. She feeds 700 kids, and eep 
the wolf away from our garage door. 


Did I put down our health report? 
Temperature--normal 
Heart--sympathet ic 
Legs—better looking 
Moustache--just right 
Ha ir--yes 


Appetite—too good 

Skin--good to touch 

M ind— imag inat ive 

Des ires—adventurous 

Infact there is nothing wrong??? 


letter to write. 
It's too bad you don't 


I've 

come 


written 
around 


for 


Do you know-this is the hardest 
pages and pages to you people, 
more often to read them* 

Things do happen. If one way to be an interesting husband 
your wife all the years Is to do now thinge-woll 

Would you know half the world goes to my school at night - nast Los 
Ingales Junior College where 1 go We are getting So well educated 

who^nswered th^SiS&r' s°qu1sfion 11 ^this. .Vafte/^ohTiff 1- 
oulty^ in°colleot'ion£U ^(Showf? ^fbeSn^tudying) iho only way_to 

•&ll ^nd^S we ?hfga g Sg! r They were Sut last 

woek-One fellow studying opera brought a recorder and a mike an^a - 
other s ineer from Fullerton and the bad boy brought a gun, ■a 
from San Gabriel wont to Long Beach with ray partner in that big music 
bS" ““ew Worlt Studios, bUt they came 
oat lee cream that Austin brought and lemon p le that Helen had ol l l 
c tally made for the occasion. Ooorge started out tho door vitally 
bjs paraphernalia and I told him to have a good time, but he said 
i.ere in no rush to go to bed so he wanted to talk “? r £* 

almost as bad as Glen and Hilda Boxworth a itt ing in fron 
place years ago-we never could get them to go home. 

Vc/went to an ojeera workshop the other night in Los Angeles, 
was plenty of fun to watch by the Scovels and Helen and M • 
opera named Carmen made me think of Bill pr lotto. So I Pjon d 
£n is quite the singer in Europe - sang at Oovont Gardens in Lon 


That was 
the f Ire¬ 
ne f ire- 

Carmen 
But the 



don. Has she ever had the interesting life-wont to Europe with an 
aquacade-pool broke up-sang for an impressario in Switzerland-found an 

accompanist downsta irs- it' s a story. , 

You should know that we ate with Bill Pridtto and his wife Lupe 
at their home in Los Angeles. Lupe went to Europe to he; with Airmen 
so we had Bill out for another meal at our place. What fun wo haa 
listening to all his "Spanish" experiences. Winnie Scott walked in 
tho other day. She had been to tho hospital where the suigeon took 
out gall stones, gold bricks, and lots of green cabbago-but is she 
ever a good looking girl now* That’a one way to get thin. 

Guess what my pupil, Lianne Everett did-she called mo on the 
phone and said I played "high G above high C" on ray^trumpet, ^aid I- 
X don’t believe it. Said she-oan I play to you over the phon-? Uou 
should know I give a malt to any kid who achieves that). Anywa:Ld^tha 
mother held the phone and she stood back about s ix foot and played thw 
high "G". Woe is me--there goes another malt. After going to Las 
Vegas X am not gambling at the moment but X still give, 

X can't get av/ay from young people-I am adding to my ma il ing list 
for permanent-Dave White, Larry Ernest, Lon Earner, John Richardson, 
Caroline Lawson, Marj ie Moorhead, Mary Richardson, Gerow £~jtha 

Romley something, Lavonne Butler, Lewis Walker, Marion and Lony Pete¬ 
rson, in Calgary, Pat podziabany, George and Barney Kano, Louise 
Tinker, and many others. Any of you guys want to know who is an act¬ 
ress, who has extra dimples, who will bo a good nurse, or maybe you 
girls want to got tho name of a future governor or a doctor who be¬ 
lieves in people, or a groat teacher, or a preacher who would dar~ to 
say what he believed God would have him say. 

Xn the meantime, we have plenty of fun living along. fj® 

future governor of California is supposed to be a women. Matter read 
that list aga in--there could bo a missionary who would save Ifrica for 
the kind of Kingdom God wants. Maybe an electrician v; ho figured o _ 
way folks oould live together* Could bo a mus ic lan who lifted 
to^botter living or one who learned how to put a life in God s hands^ 
Who will find tho beauty of a flower, a tree, or a song, or mak„ wash 

ina: dishes into a song of thanksgiving. 

Thore I go getting philosophical--moro to tho point at the moment- 

who wants to take mo to tho boa.ch« 

Have the Christian pacifists ever got a good' deal now. A 
of mine has just loft for Africa. He will work there with tin. Jrmnds 
B or vice committee on a missionary project. He being a 
Objootor to War is being sent by his draft board. He will bo r igh^ 
close to the dreaded Mau-Maus in Africa but the American Prionds S.r- 
Committo is known around the world as a humanitarian group 
to making life bettor for people under tho guidance of God, 

G ° 0d Maybe I°3hould mention a Christmas card from a young:Wt 
g or ing his life in a a imilar missionary project for a tribe of Indians 
cows near Mexico City. Ho packs food on his back and 
carves with the Indians miles from tho highway. Tim Indians Jr ink 
from some cactus plant but the drink eats on ir st^chs - I vteh 
■ ould ramambor more baoauBo it v/as bo very intorosting ° , 

Portable spot whore X sit. The liquor they drank was as bad as much 
liquor consumed by otherwise intoll igent , d t trv to 

Yes, the railroad accident was awful. It would bo bad try 
recognize the chewed arms and logs and Jodies of your dear ones. But 
we oan do something to prevent similar tragedies on tim highways. 


vice 


■ ted 
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There wore 38,000 deaths from accidents in tho Unitod States last year. 
Forty to sixty per cent wore connected with alcohol. Tharty 
dying in a train wrack is a terrible tragedy hut wo S° , on n l 
liquor and patronizing the liquor stores and dr mk eng in the sal©aa&& 
and bars while dur cars chew up fifty bodies a day. Shamo on us 

Christ ians*y the best food there, anyway don't be a yellow-bell*- 

ied dry, have a good time, they are all doing it so be a sport,*—--1 m 
getting cynical. Give me a hamburger and a malt. 


These are paragraph headings I will skip. 

1- 1 can sing again 

2- i My dove is in the back yard 

3- Thirteen is our luolcy number 

4- Cindy growls like a lion* Come in if you dare 

5- Helen is beautiful as ovor „ a 

6- All the kids and families were in during the holidays 

7- I went to two Hew Years* parades 

8- 1 went to the La Habra parade 


Right hero I wrote an advertisement for poetry. But tho price 
was exorbitant. Besides, all money was to go to tho thiB 

Reconciliation. By the way, Glenn Smiley is a national figur 
world wide organization. 


If you wish to read poetry - here is some free. 


This is on another subject. Ever think of a iot of us chartering 
a jet plane and traveling to Honolulu and spending a ee ° 

bridal suite? When I can walk up the.aisle, thank I will marry my 
wife again. We are fresh out of weddings. 


Have a good t ime 1 iv ing well. 

Yours 


* t ill poetry dies 


in my breast, 


Butch 


p.S. Here's that poetry. It is all printable. That is the kind I 
print you understand. 


OUR PRAYER FOR TODAY 


Thanks for ra iment warm and snug 
For food and shelter from the storm 
For kindly friends with loving 

hearts 

For those whose hope is ever high 
For trees and flowers and birds 

that s ing 

For sunset's glory in the west 
For ever roll ing waves that splash 
For mountain crags that tower above 
For windy days and starry nights 


For groat thoughts deep within our 

breast 

For eyes of brown and eyes of blue 
For eyes of hazel, gray ones too 
For eyes sincere, for eyes that 

love 

For little girls that skip and play 
For curls that catch the glint of 

sun 

For little boys whose life is 

strong 

For men who keep their courage high 
For women too whose love is pure 
For all of these we thank Thoe Lord 



5 

SONG OS' LOVE 

To bring some hope to a world of doubt 

Would seem to bo my job 

Mon who walk so fearfully 

Men who need to know 

God made them for eternity 

Perhaps a song can lift folks high 

Clear to the throne of God 

A song that oatches spirits up 

A clear pure tone of ecstaoy 

Such beauty it oan bring to men 

As nothing else can bring 

Or maybe love that children show 

Can bring to us the hope 

That saves the world from depths of doubt 

A child with love that's pure and strong 

A child who knows the world is good 

Who has not learned to doubt 

That truth dwells round about 

Who knows that honor's everywhere 

In homes, in school, in church 

No wonder once the Master sa id 

Except you all become 

So full of faith and hope and love 

As 1 ittle ones must have 

You can not follow mo 

Or is it love in women's eyes 

That makes my hope burn strong 

A strong and sympathetic love 

That knows no bounds of faith 

Where mountains move clear off the path 

To make a dream come true 

In any world that sings a song 

Where children laugh and v/omen love 

We men can raise our hopes s6 high 

And dream a dream so fine 

That to the very throne of God 

Wo struggle up and up 

CAN WE SIT AND DREAM THE HOURS AWAY 

Can we s it and dream the hours away 

When the world is tottering on the brink 

While babies starve and milk goes down the drain 

While strong men kill and rape and blow 

To p ieoes homes just filled with love 

While men and women dull their brains 

With beer and wine and alcohol 

While men of honor-women too 

Lead 1 ivea of -double cross ing 1 ies 

T ill honor is dragged down in the duBt 

T ill homes are torn in two 

And stark tragedy walks abroad 

Can wo s it and dream the hours away 
While men hate men across the line 
Or kill the man whose skin is brown 
And rape his wife just for the fun 
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Then leave her there to raise the child 
In poverty and si imo and f ilth 

Can we s it and dream the hours away 

When 1 ife is here to 1 ive 

When God must have a plan for us 

Our life must he of use 

0 God would never put us in 

His Master-plan that stretches on 

Right to eternity 

My prayer to God today is this 

That I may live with courage high 

That love might dominate my soul t 

That all T do and say and think 

May give mo right to hear him say 

Since you have served the least of these 

You have done it unto me 

Then can I crack a Joke? 

GOD ARH3 YOU TH3RE 

The drippy fog is iey cold 

His duty calls him hack and forth 

He paces slowly with his gun 

The sentry on the job 

The fog is thick jUBt rolling in 

His olothos are wet his hones they ache 

Thj;ee thousand miles from home 

To shoot a man across the line 

To kill the father of a child 

The age of mine I guess 

Too kill before I drop a bomb 

That kills his wife 

His boy Just sobs cause mommy’s gone 

I hear a vo ioe- it cannot be 

My friend in college that I love 

The one I promised I would help 

If life got tough for him 

He took my God to be his own 

The God of love it was 

Who loved so muoh he sent his son 

To die but not to kill 

I told him Christ would love him well, 

Salvation was for Chinese too 

Now I hear his voice again 

My orders are to kill 

Gh Bill-Oh Bill he says to me 

God are you there I press the gun 

The people aaid to kill 

Forget religion for tho time 

But can I kill my friend 

Life he loved the same as I 

Ho took my God to be his own 

He loved my God because he loved me 

Must I Bhoot him down 

The fog drips wet and cold still 

So far so far from home 

The folks at church would never know 

Oh Bill Oh Bill-God are you there 
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Mr. Silvestre S» Manlapax 
Sta. catalina 
Luoeo, psrapwnga 
September 4, 19o6 

Sr« Kirby Page 

p. 0* Box 247 La Haul* California 
United states of America 

Deareat Daddy; 

piist of all am giving ay ever/ wanneet regard to everybody in the :i. 
family, your work and I hope that egwrybody is all under the God's healing 
hands. 

jar Ds^dy, tniT1 fr* $hat you ai^recieted my photo on the letter that 
you wrote me last February on your tour, I ms not able to aacwer you soon 
cause I'm very busy in my work "especially in work of God, with my lit ale 
knowledge. I *a sacrificing myself even without any single centavo for I know 
that God will be the cne to give the reward for that* 

Daddy, 1 found someway to continus ay studiss, as you said last time, 
if you really want ms, and am very very eager to be there in TJ. S. to etgdy 
there. Here are aose ways: if 1 was not misvafcm on August 84, prLdeay 
there cam* out of the press, calling to the Philippine some Filipino to woric 
there in California where your state is, as FRUIT GHGWJKS iND ITCK1F.S* and 
they are given free fare, and I was very very happy -e am reading is cause 
it is the state where my broths* in God is. I want to join that Batfalicn 
Daddy, but even tien it is very hard for us Filipinos here in the Philippines, 
cause if you have no PULL you c*i ’t Jpin, so thore ia also an hardship for 
that, you can't just present your naito and then join, unless you have no 
PULL or from Manila, Bureau ef Labor you can't join also, go they need a 
letter from the mankger of California or anyone who can pull for tie Salif- 
Sinia Fruits, letter from California is more quailf&ed,. So Lmday 0f f you 
have time, please get me 3«tter from California Grower or picker,and after 
that let it si@Kd to 1h e manager and wailed it *•*. me, and I'll preset 
it in the Bureap of Labor here in Manila, there is no more asking, you can 
join eng go. B*idy please, a thousand plr ase, thi s ia only Ihe way, plaase 
help me, we are given free fare, tell^Sf*t I'm your nephew, and the letter 
which will be /ailed to unsigned ty Ihe manager or the Ca-li fertile P.1, 
workers to go there, and^resen t it here in Manila, no more question, and 
they will let me go end join then. please Daddy help me cn thiSjthiei s 
my ltf;t chance to go there, and study there, it is more qualified if the 
letter came rrem California, wherein my name is given and signed by the 
manager or anybody who hire for pickeiag fruits, All^what I savsd i'll 
use it in the sesninary. I VM willing to sacrifice my-n^iddy, in the chaige 
of knowledge Milch i'll know fraa God, For example Daddy, I have be*; work- 
king there, and then studying, I'm willing to give one-half of my earning 
if you wish too. Letter from that company ana then present it stare in Manila 
i ywfi then i my Join the first batch by this early of septeaoer. Daddy this 
is only the way 'I repeat, please pity me and help me, and willing to live 
with you as long as you like iae. K*member I have no more father, died last 
November ZO, 1950, nn d only with a widow mother who is a washer of 

clothes in our barrio. S© that Dn«y, through my great Bncriilces, aid your 
kind great help I may fulfill my desire to be of service of God. I really 
want to b* pretcher of God., like you, 

Lustly, i hope. Daddy for your kind re^Ly on ihia matter, i wgjLl count 
you 0 8 my rkh* since my father died, sad hoping your kind consideration 






as socn us possible, t'lid wailing * praying for fee reality of your 
help to ne, feat I ’ll go with you and live for you as lcng as-you 
like me* forever ed ever* 

Please daddy I repeat, i»m waiting, it is just a recanmendati en 
but it is more qualified if it is trcsa California rroa lhe Growers 
aad picket's of fruits, ab soon as I present it to RS Manila, as 
soon as poasiMe, assure feat I may join tie a ill pi no who will go 
there* please caddy as soon as possible, tiw is an>roaching, and 
and very very eager, am always praying for the reality* that i s why 
I have wrlttm you air mail letter. Ihere are many liliplnofc who 
are applying for that job, bringing with than a recoaendation fraa 
their pull, example the Mayor hi nm.ila, the Congressman, repreeen- 
tativee and many persons who have high standard and have positions 
in fee City* But the letter if it came rrcin California Grower 
and thei present it hae no more question. Certify me caddy in my 
everything* so that, there’ll be no more asking. 

I *m always waiting* praying to God, for the real ity of this 
keen desire to God. 


in the nr^e at Jesus our saviour, 




A-3873*29 issued on Jan* 17* 1906 
Municipal! 1y of Lubao* JVuip-.nga , 

23 years old. singLe. 

p* s* Caddy iha now getting clearance from my Mayor* justice or the 
peace* of my municipality of my province. 
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-Dear Kirby and Alma, ^ccober lo, 1956 

My, how we wish we cor Id sit down with you* and visit arsin' Tt 
S^rlne^ thS ChanCS t0 ’ - weeks°have 

Snra and r4 ff 3 s ° h sl^ e thoJpfmSf^hL^ert^n^^een dene 

had lea 7 ed en °’- leh Hebrew so that Prof, dl Boer, under 7 
;£t -in + T StlWyin ? at the University of Leiden, told -ne to 
" ‘ t „ 1J ? OJ1 ^ the Preparation of exegesis. As his share for 

ey^ce^^cf 0 ??® 1 *? 1 S he has a ^ed for preparation of detailed 
fh?v-rinna 1 ? selected c-apt ers of the Old Testament, and by now 
. - a ° BB 35. I addition 1 have had to learn enough Pibltoai t-n n 
^aic lo be able to translate the chapters of Lan?li £d ^ra S S' 

f a Kd i And L hS f " YS ' S * he addition31 ^rdle of Dutdf,- but by February 
Gad-b^" 6 ^^^ '" ri ° 1 f h D ! 3tjCil S ° tha " t lecture s were no longer just abra- 
S Q& b--- a * 1 have also .had two minors to prepare for, ir Ancient v««n 

eastern Cults and in Archeology, and I hopeho b^ Ible to tate 4 
e-.cras m -anuary, and then push full steam, ahead on my thesis which 
wi-il oe a study of the Hebrew verb £hubh (turn, tum^wayfrAura? 

toah ne S' 10 ' Te h ta ^ t - vath Particular attention to hosea and Jere- 
, ’ ,l ' aere lt °- beri has a theological significance (be apostate 

kKEKxteHEkxkaxigBdw and repent - both:), with luck I shouldhtill be 
aone in the spring of 1958. - 

it has been an astonishing experience, really, to toy to ^ra-o a 

I } a 5 a .- anQ ne 'i ways ’ ana push ahead on studies, and be a husband 
and a fatner > and though I feel my attention badly divided at times 
_ can never complain of being bored, and our lives have certainlv ? ’ 
yllop^ed ahead on all fronts. The weather has been a real challenge - 
last February we suffered the coldest month that t e weather bu 

reau had every recorded since 2ft 1700 (the coldest Feb., that S£ 
^oldest -an. was in 18?8, and was only l/lO degree colder) - and’that 
f summer^abm in the woods, le survived i- *ood style bit 4 

\°f aVe t V g ° S1,Ch " thlng ^ In^ spite J of ^ 

bowever > the cabin in the woods was fine during the en¬ 
suing months for- the children, particularly. 

u Rummer ^ome^ and uean ana I had a 10-day vacation by ourselves in 

did lots W n?^ Wa + S " iarvel0US - ^ s P a nt most of our tim? in London, 

: 1 p t .°£ heater-going and sightseeing. Then in August I spent 

s ® e 0f . W Dntcb student friends at a Congress fervid 
^staaeet stu.dies in Strasbburg. 

c P 11 "®. , have ' a ° ved to ^atmjk-aan-Zee, a beach resort about 

5 mi,-e 0 from Leiden, and nave rented an apartment off-season- next 
summer will move back to our cabin in the woods. It 4 a’dilnce 
fior a few months to live nearer to Leiden, and to library and to our 
: Trends. yhave been appointed advisor for a -ible Study* group of 

atudent Christian itovement groups at Leiden, which I look 

n TH ! ahdldren are growing so fast. Cathy is now five, and speaks 
■Inent Dul.cu, xn fact probably better than t%lih now, and is in 

tto,bl eSpeCt A DlItCh " we catch her v,lth Cut oh gestures and Dutch at- 
Uaiaes so often xxvxx 5he makes friends easily, and is (we believe’ 
a tnoroughly delightful child. David is 3, a strange, ouiet en£ar!' 
ing boy whose ■ -different ness" in reactions is a constant reminder "to 

Dle°''the W ror i013 h C i n be reaponseB to world. A simple exam- 
S!v f 1 u-i e 1 ® arned t0 distinguish and name were, in order: 

fpfy* b “f° ^ white, brown, green; we felt sure he was color-blind, 
blit no, then came red, blue, and the rest. Just wanted to learn the- 
. 1 . way, that s all. martin is 19 months, picking up words and 
p.-rases like wild-fire, all ncise and bossiness, thinks he owns the 

STUd o? a steam? geS >niracle ° f keepin ^ a11 of us afloat and 

to 00 are lookin ? forward to next summer, when my parents are planning 
to come over a visit and see some of fcurope with us. Our thoughts § 

tTlfav^tP Pl3nS ’ ^ traTCl f ° lderS ’ “ d What Z°%lt 

He kax® had a fine visit with Russ and dary Jorgensen at the Am- 
^-erdam airport -ast month on a stop-over from israel to New York- 
Russ had been in Israel with Walt Raitt on AF5C work-camps. ’ 

..e appreciate greatly receiving the latest in your newspaper ool- 

ciose t±es 

tntil then, in fond fellowship, tto* t 
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Snroute to Kobe,the day 
•fter Thanksgiving. 


Dear Alma and Kirby; 

We found such a lot to be thankful for yesterday,and every day* 
In the morning Sherwood did a beautiful Thanksgivlr^g service for 
XL .e ship* and last night we had too good a turkey dinner* 



Now all eyea are toward our landing* I am sure I have written 
^ou about our time,but so much has happened to crowd in on us 
that I can't be sure* So here it is again, just in case I didn't 
write* 

We ecpect to reach San Francisco on Saturday,Dec ember 10 at 1 p*m,, 
if we keep the schedule* We will stay with my cousin who is one 
of the Deans at Berkeley,Mrs. J. H. Quire,1400 Hawthorne Terrace, 
Berkeley* Th4 house is on a corner of one of the main streets 
running nirth from the campus and within a few blocks of the 
main buildings,so should not be hard to find* We plan to spend 
Sunday in Santa Rosa with Arden,Do/thy and San and will spend 
Monday with some relatives whom we should sediftd will be ready to 
start with you whenever you come for us on 'niesday. You will 
know about your own time,about the driviqg time,so we will hold 
ourselves in readiness* W 9 hope you still are planning to come* 

We are ashamed to have so much luggagdl But a car makes one 
careless,and there was so much to buyl 

Alma,l&niley is ecstatic over the slips you sent her,and says that 
every single one of them has taken root and she is having the time 
of her life watching them grow and seeing which is what. You could 
not have done a kinder thing,and I am so very grateful to you,even 
tho' we are warned that there is not room to turn around in our 
little house,for flower pots everywhere* I think we may be drievn 
to building on a conservatory for Smiley!, 

We'll have such a lot to tell when we are back,so expect to hear 
u? talking steadily all the way. to LaHabra. It has been a rich and 
rawarding e xperience,especially in Hongkong where Sherwood found so 
many old friends to whom his coming meant more than he had dreamed it 


would* 

Thank you for attending to the liWenbe so promptly. I trust the 


refund check has reached you in good timeo There should be a letter 
for us from the AAA,or Chicago Motor Club,with the receipt which will 
take the place of the new liceBse,tho' we need not worry over that 
until the first of the year* We just wanted to get a special number 
so had to apply early. 

















64 Leighton Road, 5th floor 
Causeway Bay, Hong Kong. 

December 31 > 1956. 


Dear Friends; 

Ever since we came to Hongkong from Shanghai we have been’sending out 
Christmas cards to our friends and relatives for the last several years, vfe regret 
that we were unable to do it in time this year. The reasons were: (l) that I vfas 
busy with the Fourth Asian Leaders Conference of YMCAs, held in Hongkong, December 
10-20, 1956 which was my last official act as Area Secretary for South and East 
Asia of the World 'Alliance of YMCAs, and (2) that my wife had to give her attention 
to 101 details involved in moving from our former residence into a new apartment 
which we have recently acquired. Better late than nsver - we have decided to send 
out this letter of greeting even though the Christmas and Hew Year season will be 
well over when it reaches you. 


I have just retired from the World Alliance post. I figure that I 
have served the YMCA as an employed officer for 48 years and 8 months. I was first 
a local secretary in Canton from May 1900 to December 1930. During this period 
I held the position of General Secretary for 12 years. Beginning with January 1931 
I was called to become the associate of the late Dr. David Z.T. Yui who was National 
General Secretary of the Chinese Movement. In May of the same yfear due to Dr. Yui's 
illness I was asked by the National Committee of China to serve as Acting General 
Secretary which post I held until I formally became his successor at his retirement 
in January 1934* It was a great privilege and joy to have worked with numerous 
laymen and secretaries who were loyal to the cause and who worked harmonously and 
unselfishly together. Early in 1949 I insisted on retiring from the national 
general secretaryship in favor of my associate, Dr. Y.C. Tu. In the same year I 
undertook; to ssrivs sa Sresutivs Secretory, for the Eastern Asia Christian Conference 
which was convened at Bangkok, Thailand in December 1949 under the joint auspices 
of the International Missionary Council and the World Council of Churches. This 
was the first conference of its kind which resulted in the creation of a joint East 
Asia secretariat. Beginning with 1950 I became Associate General Secretary of the 
World Alliance with special responsibility for Asia. This job has involved much 
travel and taken me away from my family quite oftaa, but it has also afforded. oppor¬ 
tunities for wider contacts with YMCA and other Christian leaders throughout the 
world. In spite of my constant and long absences from home, my wife has taken it 
bravely and graciously, I figure that out of our 45 years 1 married life about 
one-fourth of this period we were separated due to my pursuance of further study 
abroad, due to the Sino-Japanese War and due to travels required in the performance 
of my official duty. If I had succeeded in making any contribution to the Y.M.C.A. 
Movement at all, much of the credit should be given to her. However, both my wife 
and I find that the kind of work we have been doing proves to be a paradox - we 
have got more out of it than we have ever put into it. For one thing, we have 
gained a large circle of Christian friends which enriches our life. Then, we have 
learned to think and behave in international, interracial and interconfessional 
erms which broadens our outlook. Above all, we have found a worthy cause in 
which we could lose ourselves without any feeling of sacrifice. We thank God for 
the privilege of having a share in this great task. 


As to my future plans, I had intended to take a good vacation before 
considering further work. However, the authorities of the Chinese YMCA of Hongkong 
have approached me to take over the principalship of their YMCA College because" 
of the impending departure for America of the man now in charge. I have just given 
my promise to respond to this urgent call and serve in that capacity until a 
suitable person is secured. This will keep me out of mischiefs in the months ahead 
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Just a word about the Leung olan. Our elder son, Takkwong is an artist 
working in an advertising firm in Hongkong, He and his wife Yuet-Shin and their son 
i7ai-Hung are living with us in our apartment. i/7ai Hung is in the second year of 
Kindergarten. Our younger son, iYingkwong who is working in the Registration of 
Persons Office in Hongkong, his wife Tsung-shuk, and their three sons, Jimmy, Sammy 
and Timmy, are living within walking distance from our^ apartment. These three 
youngsters are in the Primary School. Our daughter, Lily, is living at 'Jest Covina, 
California with her husband Dr. Samuel Ching and their two children, Timmy and Kathy. 
Samuel is a surgeon and has a good practice. He was admitted in Chicago last Sept, 
to membership of the International College of Surgeons. 

Early in the year I underwent a surgical operation for gall stones and 
appendix, and recovered quickly from its effects. I am feeling quite fit now. 

You may have heard that my wife had not been in good health, but I am happy to 
announce that she is well again as the doctor has given her a clean bill of health. 

,7e are thankful to God for his rich blessing upon us. 

Prom now on we can be reached through our new address: 64 Leighton Road, 
5th Floor, Causeway Bay, Hongkong. Please let us bear from you once a while at 
least. 

With kindest personal regards and best wishes, in whioh my wife happily 

joins, 


Yours sinoerely, 
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Paris, Kentucky 
Christmas Season, 1956 


Dear Friends: 

Surprisel Our fifth annual, Christmas letter has eluded the clutches of the dead hand 
of the past, and with Uncle Sam’s cooperation should actually reach you before Christ** 
mas l "Un-belatecQy", therefore, all of us wish all of you a joyous Christmas season 
blessed by the living presence of Jesus Christl 

"Stars rise and set, that star shines on: 

Songs fail, but still-that music beats 
Through all the ages come and gone, 

. In lane and field and city streets* 

And we who catch the Christmas gleam, 

. Watching with children on the hill. 

We know, we know it is no dream—— 

He stands among us still l" 

-—.Nancy Byrd Turner 

Our headline news story for 1956 is Mark Rhodes 1 The night of his arrival, January 2U, 
was filled with the drama that always happens to the other fellow; only this night the 
"other fellow" was "us"l Mother Nature’s promptings on both our occasions have been 
somewhat urgent, so this time found us roaring toward the hospital in Lexington at 
first notice* However, suddenly the proverbial flat tire was no longer proverbial; 
and while giving thanks that this stroke of fate had been dealt us near the edge of 
Lexington, I rushed across the road to commandeer the first available car and its 
driver, who raced us through town to the hospital. Despite our jitters, we had an 
hour and a half to spare before Mark made his appearancel He weighed 7 lbs*, 5 oz,, 
which weight he has now tripled. For the past three weekg he’s been walking every¬ 
where, Kay’s mighty proud of her little brother, who, in turn, adores her* 

Our second big news story is that we have accepted the call to become minister of the 
First Christian Church at Daytona Beach, Florida, on January 1, 1957, Lois and I 
visited Daytona Beach in' August to meet-with the congregation, who extended the call 
to us on August 19* Since their minister ties planning to retire on December 31, and 
since we had committed ourselves to remain at Antioch for the same period of time, 
our time schedules coincided perfectly, ; .We were thrilled by the church and its mar¬ 
velous opportunities for growth, and are -eagerly anticipating the new work which we 
shall shortly begin there* Make a note of our new address: First Christian Church, 

326 South Palmetto, Daytona Beach, Florida; and drop by to see us on your vacation 
tripsl 

We do not leave our friends at Antioch without regret; the past four and a half years 
have been crammed full of satisfying growth and achievement and of abiding friend¬ 
ships. We have been thrilled at Antioch’s decision to remain full-time (even though 
this has necessitated another budget increase), as well as their det ermination to 
maintain their living link relationship with Keith Salmonson, one of our agricultural 
missionaries in India, Already they have located their new minister in the person of 
Jack McComas, who will come to Antioch from his position as chaplain at Kentucky Vil¬ 
lage, one of our state reform schools. If Antioch will continue to manifest the same 
adventuresome faith which has been so much in evidence during our mini.stry here, 
there will be no doubt as to the glorious future which lies ahead, 

Lois, Kay and Mark had five wonderful weeks with Lois • folks in California during May 
and June, thanks to the wonderful gift of plane fare from her folks l The Longs are 
thoroughly enjoying their new associations as members of the faculty of Chapman Col¬ 
lege, one of our brotherhood schools in Orange. But from their reports, this enjoy¬ 
ment was exceeded by that with which they played hosts to their grand-daughter and 
grand-sonl If all goes well, our whole family is looking forward to a cross-country 
vacation in California next August. 

Rhodes has had his share of traveling, too, with trips to Mobile, Alabama (to speak 
at the state GIF conference); to Daytona Beach; to Crystal Beach, Michigan (for a 
social welfare conference); and to Des Moines, Iowa (to attend the International Con¬ 
vention of our churches), Lois went along on two of these trips, and Kay on one. 

We’ve appreciated hearing from many of you during this year, and we’d love nothing 
more than to hear from all of you in the year to cornel 


With love and best wishes. 




Princestraat 23, Katwijk-aan-Ze©, Holland 

Christmas, 1956 


Dear Kirby and hlma, 

This has been a remarkable year for our family, for step by step we have been 
finding our way into Dutch life. The most dramatic step has been Cathy's learning 
Dutch. All our friends had wisely said that she would be speaking Dutch like a na¬ 
tive before the year was out, but last Christmas, when we wrote you, as we watched 
our little girl come home from school mute, day after day, we were not convinced it 
would ever happen,. By February, though, we heard reports from her teacher that she 
was talking quite well in school, and by July, when she turned five, our Dutch 
friends told us frankly that they could not tell her speech from that of a Dutch 
child's. By now Dutch is plainly the language she prefers, and we have heard her 
talk it in.her sleep; and her English is dotted with Dutch idioms. She loves nur- 
seiy school, and has brought home upwards of fifty songs - children's hymns, folk¬ 
songs, and verses about elves - which she has learned; the schools here, even the 
nurseiy schools, have much more "content" to their instruction than American ones. 

So Cathy has become very Dutch in words, gestures, and habits, and has become in 
some ways partly a stranger to us. Thus we have gained an insight into how newcom¬ 
ers in America find themselves pulled apart, parents and children, by a new culture, 
now that we ourselves are temporary immigrants here in Holland. 

David is now three, and talking (English!) quite plainly, and full of excited 
sentences about the churches and garages he has built with blocks, and the horses he 
sees out our window. He has an odd streak of poet in him, seeing fish-shapes in 
pieces of French toast and closing his eyes and asking, "Where's me?" We expect 
great things from his inwardness and gentleness and intensity some day. Martin is 
almost 21 months, and full of bash and bang and demands and words. And once in a 
great while all three children are able to play together smoothly for a few minutes. 

A year ago we were living in our simple wooden cabin in Driebergen, heating 
water on the butane burners, reading by butane light and kerosene lanterns, and warm¬ 
ing ourselves by a coal stove. Then in February the winter turned into a real or¬ 
deal, when the thermometer stayed lower than Holland had seen for 230 years . We 
learned through the four weeks of grueling cold how to keep the coal poured on our 
stove, and how to keep the butane tank in the kitchen from freezing (butane freezes 
at 18° above, and we brought the tank in beside the coal stove every night! ); but 
then the thaw finally did come, and a fine spring, and we bought two bicycles, and 
fixed them up with children's seats Dutch style, so that Jean's bike had Martin in 
front and David behind, and Cathy sat behind Bill, and we had some lovely excursions 
through the green Dutch towns and woods. 

Then at the end of summer we locked our cabin and bade the woods good-by, and 
moved to Katwijk-aan-Zee, a beach resort about five miles from Leiden and Bill's 
university; here we have rented an apartment till next June. On the ground floor of 
our building is the Katwijks Modehuis, a dress shop, and on the second floor live 
the ladies who manage the shop; and we are on the third floor. We are one block 
from the beach, so that the first few weeks after we arrived, the children could have 
a glorious time in the sand. By now, though, the fierce, cold wind sweeps in from 
the North Sea, leaving us veiy glad to be in a snug brick dwelling. We have all the 
comforts we lacked last year, electricity, hot water - we even have a tiny washing 
machine and a vacuum cleaner again. Living room, two bedrooms, kitchenette, shower 
stall and toilet stall; small, but comfortable. Bill has set up a study-comer in 
our bedroom, and tiptoes around Martin when he is napping there in his crib. 

We certainly''do not regret our year in the woods - it gave our family some 
stretch, and taught us the lesson of maintaining our spirits and good fun with a 
minimum of household props, even under the severest possible weather conditions. 

Our experience there is a constant reminder that more of the people of the world 
live without modem equipment than do, and that while our material possessions may 
be a joy to us, they also keep us separated from those who do not have them. 









Bill is into his second year of studies now, the Dutch language is no longer a 
barrier to him, and his progress seems to be good. His efforts in 1956 have largely 
been devoted to perfecting his knowledge of Hebrew, gaining an acquaintance with 
Aramaic, and doing a great deal of detailed examination of the Hebrew text of vari¬ 
ous books of the Old Testament. All of this is to prepare him to pass the "docto- 
raalexamen," the qualifying exams for the doctorate, which he expects to take early 
this next year, and then he must write his thesis. His professor has approved a 
thesis topic (it will be a word study on a Hebrew verb whose meaning wobbles oddly), 
and THESIS will be the password for 1957- Prof. P.A.H. de Boer, his professor, is 
taking his turn as rector magnificus (dean) of the university this year, and is in 
eveiy respect a great man under whom to study and for whom Bill has developed a 
high affection and respect. There are extra-curricular activities, too. Bill was 
able to go to France in August with a couple of fellow Dutch students to attend a 
Congress of Old Testament Studies in Strasbpurg, and came back greatly enriched by 
the experience; and he is also delighted to have been asked to serve this year as 
advisor to one of the Student Christian Association study groups in Leiden. 

How fine it would be if you could come and visit us, and we could let you see 
something of this land! Only a few miles from our home are the tulip fields, and in 
April and May the bulbgrowers* acres are brilliant with red and yellows, and the ex¬ 
hibitors* gardens are an enchanted place, with all the prize blossoms on display - 
no wonder, after the long dark winter days, the Dutch go tulip-mad, buying them, 
draping garlands of them over their bicycles. 

And we could show you the canals that criss-cross the countiy, and stately 
old towns like Gouda, and the city of Amsterdam (surely one of the grandest and love¬ 
liest cities of the world), and the city of Rotterdam, newly risen from the ashes of 
the German bombing of 1940. And we could take you up to the Ijsselmeer (which used 
to be the Zuider Zee and is now dammed off into a lake) and show you the enormous 
reclamation projects underway, the dikes and the great pumps that will add another 
10$ to the land area of Holland, 

And you could meet some of our friends, and catch a feeling of the strength of 
this nation. You would begin to see the immense stability of family life here, and 
the vigor of the old people, and the unaffectedness and sensitivity of the young. 

You would begin to sense, too, the school pressure under which these young people 
live; for the Dutch believe in a terribly heavy study load: Bill's fellow-students in 
theology (as an example) have had 6 years of English, 6 of French, 6 of German. 5 of 
Latin, 5 of Greek, and sometimes 2 of Hebrew before they finish high s chool, to say 
nothing of history, science, mathematics, and the rest. 

Oh, so much we wish we could write: about the ten-day vacation in England we had 
in July, and about the fine church contacts we have found here; and that milk is 10^ 
a quart, and yoghurt 14^ a quart, and delicious fish filets 24j^ a pound; and that 
Dutch women are always beating rugs and polishing doorknobs; and that there are bi¬ 
cycles everywhere; and that the Dutch give gifts to their children on December 5 5 
keeping Christmas as a religious holiday - but we would never stop, if we told ycu 
all there is to tell. 

It is a sobering thing to launch out like this, away from the familiar things 
of home, and we certainly have a new sense of what it means to be "strangers and pil¬ 
grims" on the earth. It is dismaying, too, to find our circle of immediate concern 
shrunk to~^e size of our own family, after the years of church work in California. 

In the midst of such circumstances Christmas comes to pull us back again, to remind 
us that it is a good thing to be pilgrims, for so the Wise Men were, to the manger- 
bed; that our circle of concern must not shrink, but stretch out far, to the wide 
world and its wholeness, as the angels declared to the shepherds; and that we are 
sharers in the love of God for all men, betokened in the birth of a baby in a bam 
long ago. May his peace fill your hearts. 

Bill, Jean, Cathy, David, and Martin Holladay 





303 Creekview Drive 
Paris, Kentucky 
December 2U, 195>$ 


Dear Friends: 

Our fourth annual Christmas letter continues in the tradition of the previous three; 
namely: it, too, is late in being written and dispatchedl Again, we hope that your 
Christmases have been the merriest, and that your New Years will be the happiestl 

No longer are term papers and last minute assignments a valid excuse for this letter's 
tardiness, for Rhodes completed his seminary work at The College of the Bible in June 
when he received his B„ D, degree. However, he is now discovering that the full-time 
work of the ministry is just as demanding on one's time. In the light of our expecta¬ 
tions of leaving Antioch Christian Church following graduation, you may be as surpris¬ 
ed as we were 1 at the time to know that Antioch made the decision to become a full¬ 
time church in January, and asked us to stay on with them following graduation. This 
We have done - and how happy we've been that both the church and we so decided* 

Our work together at Antioch has been thrilling this year l Will you forgive us for 
sharing some of our achievements as we have worked together as a team? In January 
we dedicated a new $11,000 annex to our church, and can report that 75# of the cost 
has been paid, and the unpaid balance is h0% over-pledged Also in January we enter¬ 
ed a program of comprehensive evangelism for which we set a goal of 36 new members 
by April# By that time we welcomed U5 new members into our church, and since then 
the number has gone up to $2 during 1955* You can well imagine what this increase 
has meant to the 100 members with whom we began the year l As already mentioned above, 
it was also in January when the decision to become a full-time church was made* But 
this month of December has been po less thrilling than January, for on December 8, 
in the light of the pledge response of our members, our official board approved a 
budget of $7032 which contrasts with the $3893 budget which had been approved one 
year before. This new budget includes a $1500 item which will enable our church to 
select and contribute toward the support of a living link missionary on one of oup 
Disciples of Christ foreign mission fields; In all, $2000, or 28,1# of this new 
budget, will be expressing our interest in others beyond our church at home and abroad* 

Also during this year, we played host to 126 children who participated In the largest 
Union Daily Vacation Bible School ever to be sponsored in our community. Our church 
softball team brought home another Fayette County Church League championship trophy, 
and our basketball team is currently at the top of its league,, On September 25 
Rhodes was ordained into the Christian ministry, the first service of that kind to 
be held at Antioch, In November we chartered a bus and took 31 of our folks to Indi¬ 
anapolis to tour the United Christian Missionary Society and learn first-hand of our 
brotherhood's cooperative work in this country and overseas. During the fall we be¬ 
gan Sunday evening services, a week night Bible stud;' - group, and the publication of 
a bi-monthly church newspaper, "The Contact", 

Our whole family had an exciting sunnier* Kay spent two months in California with 
Grandmother and Grandfather Long, She flew both ways, going out with Lois who spent 
three weeks with her folks and coming back with her great-grandmother who was ccaning 
east to visit some of her children. With the assistance of these fine baby-sitters, 
Lois and Rhodes were able to help direct a Disciples' workcamp in the Caribbean is¬ 
land of Jamaica, Twenty-one young people from Jamaica and the USA joined with a 
■Jamaican construction crew in helping to build the first union church on that island, 
Work, sightseeing trips, lectures and discussions, recreation, and fellowship blended 
into a never-to-be-forgotten experience. Space and time necessarily limit our report* 

At nineteen months, Kay's in a mighty cute age. She's saying lots of words, and 
jabbering many more which are as yet unintelligible to us* We're looking forward to 
her excitement tomorrow morning after Santa's visit - as well as in early February 
after the stork's visit which we're awaiting with great expectations 1 

Please take note of our new address* A real excuse for being busy is that we've just 
moved again this week - and we do hope that this will be the last move we'll be mak¬ 
ing while we're at Antioch 1 From May until now we've been real country folks, living 
just across from our open country church. However, we've been shivering and shoveling 
during these Cold winter days. Then, on Monday of this week, a real Christmas gift 
came unexpectedly in an offer of some of our members to let us live in a new house 
they owned on the edge of Paris just about eight miles from the church — for the same 
rent we were paying in the countryJ We couldn't resist - so on Wednesday we moved, 
in time for Christmas Eve to find us warm, happy, and thankful l Now all we need to 
make the picture complete is for you to drop by to visit us during 19561 But until 
you come, don't forget to write us your news I 

Again, we send the season's best greetings to all of you - for now, and for 195611 
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Jbe Madonna and Child is the work of an unknown Chinese 
artist , made a nailable through the courtesy of Daniel J. 
Fleming. Jhe accompanying text is a translation of an old 
Chinese saying. Jhe card is published by the Jellowship of 
Reconciliation. Proceeds from its sale go to support the 
Jellowship's work for peace and reconciliation in America 
and throughout the world. 
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My Dear Friends: 

When you have received this message my physical 
body will have been lain beside the earthly remains of 
my dear husband in the Olivewood cemetery in Riverside, 
California. 

As I write this greeting, my visible eyes see the shadows 
deepen on the horizon, but above and shining through is 
a great light impossible to describe but marvelous to expe¬ 
rience, and my hands are glad to lay aside all earthly pos¬ 
sessions and make ready for my journey. 

I do not want those whom I have loved to sorrow. I 
am becoming a part of something which no words of mine 
can define but to which I know I belong. So with the poet 
I can say, 


My soul has pastured with the stars, 

And high above the sea and lands 
On peaks just tipped with morning light, 
My dauntless spirit mutely stands 
With eagle wings outspread for flight. 

And with Jesus, 

Let not your heart be troubled, neither let 
it be afraid. In my Father’s house are many 
mansions. If it were not so, I would have 
told you. I go to prepare a place for you, and 
if I go I will come again and receive you 
unto myself, that where I am there you may 
be also. 

So my beloved I await you. 

Lois S. Lockhart 
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A Delightful Southern Inn — Completely Air Conditioned 


RICHARD T. HOUGEN, MANAGER 































Thursday morning 


Dear Folks: 

Just add a hasty note to this envelope. Had a real good 
rain last week, which was certainly needed. Today iB the 
first good day since. 

We had a good Btaff retreat out on the hill top. Everyone 
said it was the heBt one yet. I believe it was the first 
£ime in a long time that the whole staff had been 
together. Last year some were unable to attend as they 
were out of town. 

I have planned to take X3ESXXX three weeks of my vacation 
during July this year and save the fourth for the 
arrival of the grandchild in October. Margaret and 
Jesse plan to go up to the lake with us for 6'ne week. 

This is their own idea this year, we hadn't asked them, 
they asked us. 

Just had word last night that my great-uncle Clarence 
had died. It was his and Aunt Birdie's home we visited 
during Easter vacation when Margaret was in High School. 

Haven't heard anything from Kay and Epsie since you 
left. Have just mailed .April's birthday present along 
with Barbie's. 

Plenty busy here at the office these days as this is 
the time of year students have just discovered that 
summer vacation will soon be here and they haven't 
made any plans. So, between applications and answering 
letters on projects I don't have much idie time during 
the day. 
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